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Abdoos Ibn Maalik al-‘Attaar narrated (to me): I heard Abu Abdullah Ahmad ibn 

Hanbal, may Allah be pleased with him, saying: 


: UtUP aImmJi 


The Fundamental Principles of the Sunnah 1 with us 2 are: 

. j aTp ^ ' ^J> \ ' 4^1^- ob U w I . 1 

1. Holding fast to what the Saliaabah ( Companions ) 3 of the Messenger of Allah (M) 
were upon 4 . 


1 The term Sunnah here refers to the principles and foundations of the correct Islamic ‘aqeedah (belief) and 
manhaj (methodology) since the Salaf would apply this term to matters of ‘aqeedah and manhaj - as can be 
seen from their books and Writings, for example: 

1. Kitaabus-Sunnah of Imaam Ahmad (d. 24 1H) 

2. As-Sunnah of al-Athram (d. 2731 -I) 

3. Kitaabus-Sunnah of Aboo Daawood (d. 275H) 

4. Kitaabus-Sunnah of Ibn Abee ‘Aasim (d. 287H) 

5. Kitaabus. Sunnah of ‘Abdullaah, the son of Imaam Ahmad (d. 290H) 

6. As-Sunnah of al-Marwazee (d. 2921-1) 

7. Sareehus-Sunnah of Ibn Jareer at-Tabaree (d. 3101-1) 

8. As-Sunnah of al-Khallaal (d. 311 H) 

9. Sharhus-Sunnah al-Barbahaaree (d. 329 H) 

10. As-Sunnah of al-’Assaal (d. 349H) 

1 1 . As-Sunnah of at-Tabaraanee (d. 360H) 

The term ‘Sunnah’ was employed in this context to differentiate between those maters of ‘aqeedah and 
manhaj that the Salaf were upon from those matters which were innovated by the deviant and misguided 
sects. 

2 Meaning the scholars of the Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jamaa’ah and at the head his time was Imaam Ahmad ibn 
Hanbal (ite). And in this regard, way of the Salaf, to point out to the people and the general followers and 
adherents of the Sunnah so that their ‘aqeedah manhaj (methodology) could he learnt and adhered to, as the 
Imaam Ayyoub as-Saklitiyaanee (d. 131 H]) said: “From the success of a youth or a non-Arab is that 
Allaah (H) guides him to a Scholar of the Sunnah.” Reported by al-Laalikaa’ee in Sharh Usoolil-I’tiqaad, 
no. 30. 

3 Arabic Sahaabah or Ashaab (singular: Sahaabee). With respect to the Sharee’ah definition of a Sahaabee 
or Companion then Al-Haafidh Ibnal-Hajr said: “The most correct of what I have come across is that a 
Sahaabee is one who met the Prophet (#|) whilst believing in him, and died as a Muslim. So that includes 
the one who remained with him for a long time or a short time, and those who narrated from him and those 
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2 . 


Taking them [and their way] as a model to be followed 5 . 


.aJ *>L b ^ ap-U JT j .3 

3. The abandonment of al-Bid’ah (innovations ) 6 and every Bid’ah is misguidance 7 . 


who did not and those who saw him but did not sit with him and those who could not see him due to 
blindness.” Al-Isaabah of lbn Hajr (1/4-5). See also point no 44 for Irnaarn Ahmad’s definition of a 
Sahaabee. 

4 The Messenger of Allah {§£) said: “Indeed the Children of Israa’eel split up into seventy-one sects and my 
Ummah will split up into seventy-three, all of them are in Fire except one.” It was said, “What is the one?’ 
He said, “That which I and my Companions are upon.” Reported by at-Tirmidhee, no. 2792, al-Haakim, 
1/128-129, al-Laalikaa’ee, no. 147, ash-Shaatihee in his Al-I’tisaam, 1/189 and 2/186, lbn Hajr in Takhreej 
Ahaadeeth al-Kashaaf, no. 63 and others from ‘Ahdullaah ibn ‘Amr ibn al-’Aas (4a). 

5 Abdullah ibn Mas’ood (4a) said, “Verily, we emulate and do not initiate and we follow and we follow and 
do not innovate.” Reported by al-Laalikaa’ee in Usoolul-I’tiqaad, 1/86. Aboo Bakr as-Siddeeq (4a) said, 
“Indeed, I am a follower and I am not an innovator.” Reported in Kitaabas-Sifaat of Ibn Qudaamah al- 
Maqdisee in the chapter: Fee Fadaa’itil-Ittibaa and it is taken from the long khutbah of Aboo Bakr (4») after 
the pledge of allegiance, refer to At-Taareekh of at-Tabaree. 

6 Linguistically bid’ah (innovation) means ‘a newly invented matter.’ The Sharee’ah definition of bid’ah is, 
“A newly invented way (beliefs and actions) in the religion, in imitation of the Sharee’ah (prescribed Law), 
by which nearness to Allaah (S) is sought, not being supported by any authentic proof - neither in its 
foundations, nor in the manner in which it is performed.” Al-I’tisaam of ash-Shaatibee, 1/37. 

Avoiding innovations is one of the great foundations and principles of Ahl us-Sunnah wal-Jamaa’ah and it 
involves: 


• having hatred for it 

• keeping away from it 

• warning the people about it 

• refuting the innovators, and this is for the ‘Ulamaa alone 

7 The Messenger of Allaah (H) said, “Every innovation is misguidance and every going astray”, reported by 
Aboo Daawood, no. 4607, at-Tirmidhee, no. 2676 and it is authentic (saheeh). Ibn Hajr authenticated it in 
Takhreej Ahaadeethg lbnil-Haajib, 1/137. And he (H) also said, “... and every innovation is misguidance 
and all misguidance is in the Hell-Fire.” Reported by an-Nasaa’ee, 1/224 from Jaabir ibn ‘Abdullaab (4») 
and it is authentic as declared by Shaikhul Islaam lbn Taymiyyah (ife) in Majmoo’ul-Fataawaa, 3/58. And 
Ibn ‘Abbaas (4fc) said, “Verily, the most detested of things to Allaah, the Exalted, are the innovations”. 
Reported by al-Bayhaqee in Sunan alKubraa, 4/3 1 6. 
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